
 

 

 

Newsletter                                                       Oct 6, 2022 

General Election November 8 

On the ballot is the retention of Supreme Court and Appellate Judges.  
 
From the Florida Bar Associate Website 
 https://www.floridabar.org/public/faircts/votes010/ 
 
Supreme Court justices and District Courts of Appeal (DCA) judges are 
appointed by the governor. Newly appointed judges go on the ballot for 
the first time within two years after appointment. If the voters retain 
them, they then go on the ballot again every six years.  

 
Florida law requires Florida Supreme Court justices and appeals court judges to be placed on the ballot every six years so 

voters can determine whether they should remain on their courts for another term 

Merit Retention Biographies  
 
Every two years, The Florida Bar provides biographies of DCA judges and Florida Supreme Court justices in merit 
retention elections. We are in the Fifth District Court of Appeals.  
 
Recommendation: These four Florida Supreme Court justices have lost our confidence 

By Orlando Sentinel and South Florida Sun Sentinel editorial boards 

Orlando Sentinel Oct 05, 2022 

Gov. Ron DeSantis has reshaped the Florida Supreme Court into a political instrument of right-wing ideology that 
cannot be trusted to uphold the rule of law. The public’s only remaining influence over this rogue court is to deny new 
terms to its offending members when the opportunity arises — as it will on Election Day, Nov. 8. 

Of the five justices seeking merit retention, we strongly recommend a “yes” vote only for Jorge Labarga, 70, the 
court’s lone moderate, whose principled but lonely dissents in high-profile cases have exposed the majority’s radical 
activism. 

The justices whose retention we oppose are DeSantis appointees John Couriel and Jamie Grosshans and the more 
senior Charles Canady and Ricky Polston, the nucleus of the harsh new majority. If voters remove any or all of these 
judges, it will be the first-time voters have exercised their authority to do so ― but even though this step is 
unprecedented, we feel it is warranted. 
  
The Orlando Sentinel has a strong paywall, but you may be able to get through. For the rest of the article go here. 
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/endorsements/os-op-endorse-florida-supreme-court-20221005-
szr567oo2fgtfad752wgqjs3gm-story.html 
 
The Florida Bar Association has a survey it gives its members regarding the retention of judges. For the results, click 
here.  https://www.floridabar.org/public/faircts/votes010/votes003/ Unlike other states the Florida Bar Association 
does not give recommendations, nor do local bar associations.  

https://www.floridabar.org/public/faircts/votes010/
https://www.floridabar.org/public/faircts/votes010/2020-merit-retention-biographies/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/endorsements/os-op-endorse-florida-supreme-court-20221005-szr567oo2fgtfad752wgqjs3gm-story.html
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/endorsements/os-op-endorse-florida-supreme-court-20221005-szr567oo2fgtfad752wgqjs3gm-story.html
https://www.floridabar.org/public/faircts/votes010/votes003/


Sumter County Democrats Recommendations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample ballots are now available. See your sample ballot here. You can also check your Vote by Mail ballot status 
here. 
https://www.sumterelections.org/Voters/Review-My-Registration-Status--Voter-Lookup 
 
Domestic Vote by Mail ballots have started going out today. We expect them to go out in batches. They should be 
hitting mailboxes soon after that. Remember Monday, October 10 is a federal holiday, Columbus Day/Indigenous 
People’s Day, so there is no mail delivery.  
 
In a previous issue, we had information on the proposed amendments to the Florida Constitution. Go here for State 
Representative Candidate Ash Marwah’s commentary on the amendments and a link to the League of Women Voters 
background and opinion on the amendments. Go here to read both. https://sumterfldemocrats.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/09/PDF-Sept-22-Sumter-Dems-Newsletter.pdf 
 
Want more information about the Fire District Referendum? Here is a meeting you can attend to gather information and 
ask questions: 
  
Sponsored by the Villages Homeowner's Advocates:  
https://www.thevha.net/make-your-vote-count/ 
Monday, Oct. 24,  Ezell Recreation Center, 769 Marilee Place, 7 p.m. 
 
For Ash Marwah’s opinion on the Fire District Referendum, go here. https://sumterfldemocrats.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/09/PDF-Sept-15-Sumter-Dems-Newsletter-1.pdf 
 
Endorsements 
 
The Property Owners’ Association of the Villages (POA) has endorsed 
 
Florida State House District 52 
 
Ash Marwah 
 
The following do not appear on all ballots in Sumter County.  
 
North Sumter County Utility Dependent District (NSCUDD) 
 
Ellen Decker – NSCUDD – Seat 3, Daniel Warren – NSCUCC – Seat 5 
 
Village Community Development District (VCDD) 6 
 
Linda Grzesik, VCDD 6 - Board of Supervisors, Seat 4 

https://www.sumterelections.org/Voters/Review-My-Registration-Status--Voter-Lookup
https://sumterfldemocrats.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/PDF-Sept-22-Sumter-Dems-Newsletter.pdf
https://sumterfldemocrats.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/PDF-Sept-22-Sumter-Dems-Newsletter.pdf
https://thevillagesdemocrats.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=sPcit3T9GK8r3UpAx6rnxqxbYWWSgzRpbs3X6VmxsCK0W0TmF1dB6bauE4rxSRZDuEZc6Oao5LoeIXOCXD8sh5PaXec80WX3PmVXwdB7ybg%3d
https://thevillagesdemocrats.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=sPcit3T9GK8r3UpAx6rnxqxbYWWSgzRpbs3X6VmxsCK0W0TmF1dB6bauE4rxSRZDuEZc6Oao5LoeIXOCXD8sh5PaXec80WX3PmVXwdB7ybg%3d
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For their latest bulletin, go here. https://poa4us.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Bulletins/2022-10-Bulletin.pdf 
 
In Bushnell there are races for mayor, councilmen, and a referendum on the removal of charter officers and department 
heads. In Coleman there are two people running for mayor. Go here to read more about the candidates.  
 
https://www.voterfocus.com/CampaignFinance/candidate_pr.php?c=sumter 
 
Some candidates have statements, and others do not. All have contact information.  
 

In Sumter County  

Come join Val Deming for golf cart/car parade on Monday, October 17. 

Bring your Vote by Mail ballot to drop off at the end of parade. Don’t have 

a ballot? Come join us anyhow.   

Decorate your vehicle to show your Democratic Pride.  

Eisenhower Recreation Center, The Villages 10:30 AM 

Limited Demings and other signs will be available, so use your creativity to 

show your support.  

More details to come.  

 

Running mate of Gubernatorial Candidate Charlie Crist Karla Hernandez visited the Sumter County Democrats 

Headquarters, October 6.  As an educator, she talked about the DeSantis making up issues to distract from what is really 

needed in Florida. With 9,000 vacancies throughout the state, we need to attract and retain quality educators. The 

second photo is Ms. Hernandez and the educators in the room. Once an educator, always an educator! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheriff’s Night Out in Sumterville, October 4 

Thanks to our volunteers reaching out to voters. 

 

 

 

 

https://poa4us.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Bulletins/2022-10-Bulletin.pdf
https://www.voterfocus.com/CampaignFinance/candidate_pr.php?c=sumter


Sumter County Democrats are also sending texts and post cards letting our voters know Vote by Mail ballots are coming. 

We are even helping text across the state including the six counties without Democratic organizations. Neighborhood 

Links will be bringing slate cards to voters in their areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Community Events 

We are seeking your help to staff our Democratic tent at one or more of three Sumter County Community outreach 

events in October.  All events are outdoors, but we will have a tent, tables and chairs.   

The second event is the Bushnell Fall Fest on Saturday, 10/15 and it is open from 11 AM to 9 PM. This, too, is a family 

event and for more information or to sign up for a shift, please click on the following link: 

https://www.mobilize.us/sumtercountydec/event/519463/ 

The third and final Community Event is Spooktacular in Wildwood on Saturday 10/29. The event will be held from 6-9 

PM at the Wildwood Community Center on Powell Road. This is the Halloween celebration for the community. To find 

out more information or to sign up for a shift, please click the following link: 

https://www.mobilize.us/sumtercountydec/event/519521/  

Thanks in advance for your consideration and look forward to seeing you at one of these events! 

Poll Watching and Poll Observing 

Thank you so much. We have all shifts covered and even some back up volunteers in case someone drops out.  

Come Help Us Canvass, Also Known as Go Door to Door 

   

For outside The Villages on Saturday morning: https://www.mobilize.us/sumtercountydec/event/494621/  

Outside The Villages: 

When--Saturday (10/8) Meet @ 9:30 AM and expect to canvass starting at 10 AM to about 1 PM 

Where--meet at our Headquarters, 300 South Main in Wildwood (form teams, distribute turfs and canvassing materials,) 

How--we will canvass in pairs by car in Wildwood. 

 

Sunday afternoons inside The Villages: https://www.mobilize.us/sumtercountydec/event/494958/ 

When--Sunday (10/9) meet at 2:30 PM and expect to canvass from 3-6 

Where--Meet at the Hibiscus Recreation Center (parking lot,) 1740 Bailey Trail (form teams, distribute turfs and 

canvassing materials.) 

How--we will canvass by golf cart or car in and around the Cane Garden area. 

Rides to the Polls 

https://www.mobilize.us/sumtercountydec/event/519463/
https://www.mobilize.us/sumtercountydec/event/519521/
https://www.mobilize.us/sumtercountydec/event/494621/
https://www.mobilize.us/sumtercountydec/event/494958/


 

Write Postcards 

Don't forget to use the double glass doors along the side of the building for postcard writing. The meeting room is 

directly across the hall from these double doors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have other things you can do.  Go to https://sumterfldemocrats.com/ 

Click on Get Involved and then complete the volunteer form.  If your computer is acting up, give us a call and leave a 

message at 352.794-1351.   

We are also looking for callers, texters, people to work in the office, and drive people to the polls. If data is your thing, 

we have lists to pull and data to analyze.  We need people to call volunteers from our list and tell them about upcoming 

opportunities. 

 

https://sumterfldemocrats.com/


 
October 18 Debate Watch Party 

Demings/Rubio, more information to come 

 

Crist/DeSantis debate has been postponed by DeSantis  

When and if it is rescheduled, we plan to have a party. 

 

Support Our Efforts 
Join a room full of Democrats for a fun evening of Trivia. Tickets are on sale now! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Villages Democratic Club 

Come to the '30 Days to Victory' rally Saturday, October 6 

 

                            Click below to donate! 

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/yourtwentyfive 

                               Or use this QR code. 

Click here for tickets 

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/triviaparty2022 

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/yourtwentyfive
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/triviaparty2022


While Hurricane Ian's devastation did not much affect The Villages, we are hopeful that any of 

you, your friends and acquaintances who might have been more directly in the storm's path 

are safe. Several of our Democratic candidates are working tirelessly to help, some while also 

dealing with personal troubles caused by the devastation. We're in touch with the campaigns 

and will know later this week if they will be able to address us live on Zoom or send video 

messages. We do have two confirmed speakers, adding Democratic candidate for Florida 

Attorney General Aramis Ayala to the previously confirmed Jon 'Bowzer Bowman. 

 

We anticipate more announcements by the time we send Thursday's Buzz Extra! reminder. 

 

Documentary film-maker Michael Moore, who warned Democrats about Trump, now predicts a huge Democratic victory 

in the midterms -- if we show up and get like-mind friends to do so. 

 

Let's Defend Democracy and prove him right! 

Come to Colony Cottage Recreation Center, 510 Colony Blvd., The Villages. 
 
Show Villages Democratic Club volunteers your "ticket," which will be emailed Thursday, and wear your Club badge, to 
receive your entry wristband. 

You also can join at the meeting. Once the doors to our meeting anteroom open at 8:30 a.m., proceed to a registration 
table. 
 
Inside the anteroom, you can visit organization tables, get coffee and mini muffins, buy 50/50 raffle tickets, drop off 
donations for the food pantries -- and for this special rally event, make signs to wave.  
 
Doors to the meeting room open by 9:15 a.m., and the meeting begins at 9:30. 

There will be a Zoom option.  

https://thevillagesdemocrats.com/ 

Charlie Crist, the Leader We Need 
 

As Florida’s last elected Commissioner of Education, Charlie will be a governor who guarantees a world class education 
for every Florida student. Just as he did when he was your Education Commissioner and your Governor, Charlie is going 
to put education first and invest in our children’s future. 
 

As Governor, Charlie will: 
• Declare a teacher shortage emergency and aggressively begin recruiting teachers and education support staff to fill 

9,000 empty classrooms and other critical education positions; 
• Listen to and respect parents while easing their pain of politicized classrooms and pandemic learning loss, including 

the reduction in reading scores over the past few years; 
• Invest in higher teacher pay by bringing starting salary beyond $47,500 and veteran salary to national average of 

$67,000; increase investments in students to enhance curriculum and improve ESE and CTE education; 
• Expand voluntary pre-kindergarten to 3-year-olds, increase availability of all-day pre-K; 
• Make schools safer by building a culture and climate of trust and respect between parents, teachers, students, non-

instructional staff, elected officials, and law enforcement. 
 

From https://charliecrist.com/issues/ 

Stay Informed 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/SumterFLDemocrats 

https://thevillagesdemocrats.com/
https://charliecrist.com/issues/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SumterFLDemocrats


Instagram https://www.instagram.com/sumterflyoungdems/  

Twitter https://twitter.com/SumterFLDems 

Sign up for the newsletter SumterFLDemocrats.com 

Sumter County Democrats 

The Mission of the Sumter County Democratic Executive Committee is to achieve an inclusive society by electing 

qualified and responsible candidates who effectively represent the diverse population of Sumter County, Florida.  

Headquarters: 

300 S Main Street 

Wildwood, FL 34785 

352-794-1351 

Email: info@sumterFLDemocrats.com 

Webpage: SumterFLDemocrats.com 

Calendar 

All Sumter County residents are welcome at events listed below.  

 
October 10             Postcard Writing – see above 
 
October 11              Registration Book closing for the General Election 
 
October 12 Democrats Do Lunch, noon, Nancy Lopez County Club, 17135 Buena Vista Blvd, The Villages, 

RSVP to Susan Blalock: sblalock@742@aol.com 

October 13 Fundraiser for Adam Hattersley – see above 
 
October 15  Bushnell Fall Fest – see above 
 
October 17  Val Demings Golf Cart/Car Parade, see above 
 
October 18  Watch Party Deming/Rubio Debate, see above 
 
October 21   Trivia Night Fundraiser, Rohan Recreation Center, The Villages – See above  

October 29  Wildwood Spooktacular – see above 

Oct 25 - Nov 5     Early Voting 
 
November 8            Election Day 
 
November 10          Cures and Provisionals Deadline 
 
November 18          Overseas ballots deadline (must be postmarked or and signed and dated by election day) 
 
March 26   Democratic Gala Fundraiser - March 26 at Brownwood Hotel and Spa, more details to come.  

PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY THE SUMTER COUNTY DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND NOT AUTHORIZED 

Office Hours: 

Monday 1PM-4PM 

Tuesday 1 -5PM  

Wednesday 9AM-1PM  

Thursday 9AM-1PM  

Saturday 9AM-1PM  

 

https://www.instagram.com/sumterflyoungdems/
https://twitter.com/SumterFLDems
http://sumterfldemocrats.com/
tel:352-794-1351
mailto:info@sumterFLDemocrats.com
http://sumterfldemocrats.com/
https://thevillagesdemocrats.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=DF6LA%2bgMpDbzD%2fwp0x%2b968jHYrVUAWmEjFZnVbA4d4da9hhli%2b4eaBznK6vbpp6lcKiNOiqHZ7yFf80nw%2biqis9O0KE3khsd4EQVVCrB73E%3d


BY ANY CANDIDATE OR CANDIDATE'S COMMITTEE.  

 

Have a comment or suggestion about this newsletter? Email Laura Goudreau, editor, 

at dems_newsletter@sumterfldemocrats.com 

mailto:dems_newsletter@sumterfldemocrats.com

