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Everyone Must Reregister for Vote by Mail 
 
In Sumter County, unlike other places that have separate municipal elections, elections are held every two years. Please 
be aware no voter’s Vote by Mail ballot status rolls over into the 2024 Election Cycle. The law has changed, and 
everyone must re-enroll in Vote by Mail.  
 

 
 
Here is the link https://www.sumterelections.org/Ways-to-Vote/Vote-By-Mail-Online-Request-Link You need the last for 
digits of your social security card or your driver’s license number to request the ballot on-line.  
 
Here is what the updated registration looks like.  
 

 
 

https://www.sumterelections.org/Ways-to-Vote/Vote-By-Mail-Online-Request-Link


Support Our Efforts 

 
Cat Lovers and Democrats: Get your 2023 calendar  

 

 
 

Our 2023 Cat Contest is over and the voters have decided. Every cat photo entered appears on a calendar page along 
with nuggets of Democratic information.  
 
Calendars are $23. If you have already ordered your calendar, please come pick it up.  
Calendars can be picked up at the DEC headquarters, 300 S. Main St., Wildwood, this week from 1-4 p.m., Monday, and 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesday. 
Order your calendar today!  
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/2023catcalenar 
 

Sumter County Democratic Fundraiser Gala  

 

 

 

 

 

More Details to Come  

March 26, 2023 

Brownwood Hotel and Spa 

Speaker Maxwell Frost, 

Newly Elected Congressman for 

Florida District 10 

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/2023catcalenar


MLK Celebration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Saturday, join us from 10 - 2 for a family-fun day celebrating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with delicious BBQ from local 
Wildwood restaurants, live music, a free kid zone, kickball, basketball, and vendors!  Dr. King BBQ Festival on Saturday, 
January 14th at 600 Walker Rd. in Wildwood. Click here for directions. 
 
Attend the BBQ and also help staff the Democratic tent. While the event is open from 10-2, we have two three hours 
shifts available.  If you need more information or are interested in signing up to help, please register with this Mobilize 
link: 
 
https://www.mobilize.us/sumtercountydec/event/546587/ 
 
In addition to voting and Democratic information, we will have a game for the kids. 

 

Community of Royal Needs Our Help 

 

Historic Royal needs your letters of support before crucial Jan. 19 meeting in Tallahassee 

At last month's Villages Democratic Club meeting, Beverly Steele spoke about her struggles to continue her people's 
150-year-old successful effort to hold onto their land in the Royal community. 
 

https://sumterfldemocrats.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd941f2a2f31bce3adde4652e&id=b7d889b0e7&e=3472449ec1
https://sumterfldemocrats.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd941f2a2f31bce3adde4652e&id=cca013dcea&e=3472449ec1
https://sumterfldemocrats.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd941f2a2f31bce3adde4652e&id=6d6b3f116d&e=3472449ec1


They “kept the land,”* that they had acquired in 1865 as a result of Union Army Gen. Sherman’s field order granting all 
freed slaves 40 acres and a mule. This effort to keep the land is now being challenged by developers. 

Young Performing Artists, Inc., founded by Ms. Steele, applied several years ago to the Florida Board of Historic 
Preservation, requesting that the Royal Rural Historical District be listed in the National Review Registry as a historic site. 
Ruben Acosta, Chief of the Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation, and his staff have reviewed all aspects and concluded 
that Royal meets the criteria for national listing. 

Ms. Steele has asked for those supporting this application to write an email to her stating their opinions. They should 
write by email by Saturday, Jan. 15, and send it to her at youngartists@aol.com. 
 
Mention, in your own words, your support for this application that the community of Royal, the oldest, still surviving 
African American community in Florida, be nationally recognized as an important part of our state’s (and I, believe, of 
our nation's) Black, rural history. 

For more information, visit the full history of this community, including maps and 
photos: https://communityofroyal.org/ 

In conjunction with this project, three Villagers have offered their professional services to Young Performing Artists, Inc., 
to help save the community of Royal. Just one part of their help is the start of a beautification effort for the district. 
 
A tree that blooms in yellow gold and a bush that flowers in purple placed at the tree's base, will be soon planted in 
Royal Park, and in the future around the community. 
 
Ms. Steele asks that if you would like to contribute to this Beautification Project, you can make donations payable to 
Young Performing Artists Inc. or visit www.youngperformingartists.org and donate via PayPal. 

Another bit of encouragement is that the Rev. Al Sharpton has become interested in saving Royal and sent a member of 
his team to help. This is exciting news, but it is in contrast to the decision of the Sumter County Board of 
Commissioners not to support the district of Royal's application. 
 
Royal needs the voice of its neighbors, and especially residents of Sumter County, to speak out for the continued 
existence of this historic gem only eight miles west of The Villages. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anne Timoner 
Ambassador for Young Performing Artists, Inc. 
anne.timoner@gmail.com 

*From the subtitle of Ms. Steele recent book, “Hello, Somebody!: Beverly Steele’s 40 Acres and A Mule Stories. Her 
people kept the land!" 

 

Villages Democratic Club 

If you live in The Villages, please consider joining the Villages Democratic Club. 

https://thevillagesdemocrats.com/ They have a newsletter that comes out on Sundays. There are  

many groups with activities listed there.  

Our Jan. 14 session will help you discover how many Democrats are all around you in The Villages 

and nearby 

mailto:youngartists@aol.com
https://thevillagesdemocrats.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=5E5%2fsLAPgBQHOwmYHd6hdMZt2BNbLWFQ%2bfUSznbxXQpZA0MY5g%2bcGdr7WupimEWnCc6ccR8AQ52Y7GHrsXIvV2dKQC%2fRm2RvE%2bzotwapCCU%3d
https://thevillagesdemocrats.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=5vwW3upJQVWhcC%2bU8yVnHDkWv6Th6gz1k%2bq357AJKvxe4Nz%2f9GnOCrPFs8GUA0guZ%2b5nynrTO%2fV7c2a2vWDta0OCra1n3d8kg2GNr4ii5R8%3d
mailto:anne.timoner@gmail.com
https://thevillagesdemocrats.com/


You are not alone. 
 
Beyond the 1,400 members of our Club are thousands more Democrats in The Villages and 
tens of thousands in Sumter, Lake and Marion counties. 
 
Among our goals is to help you connect with other Democrats, figuring that you will find that 
you have common interests and be comfortable developing friendships. 

The Club will continue to provide social activities, dynamic speakers, opportunities to 
volunteer for charitable, civic and political causes, and to publicly demonstrate your support 

on crucial issues at rallies and in golf cart caravans. 

The local Democratic Party organizations will continue to encourage you to vote and to consider volunteering, as many 
already do. 
 
The building blocks of a strong community, though, begin one person, one street, one neighborhood, at a time. Let it 
begin with you, joining others, weaving the blue threads of our communities together. 

Neighborhood Links: For All of Sumter County 

New Informational Sessions Coming Soon  

 

 

 

 

 

From Washington, D.C.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stay Informed 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/SumterFLDemocrats 

Instagram https://www.instagram.com/sumterflyoungdems/  

Twitter https://twitter.com/SumterFLDems 

Sign up for the newsletter SumterFLDemocrats.com 

Sumter County Supervisor of Elections https://www.sumterelections.org/ 

Sumter County Democrats 

The Mission of the Sumter County Democratic Executive Committee is to achieve an inclusive society by electing 

qualified and responsible candidates who effectively represent the diverse population of Sumter County, Florida.  

 

Headquarters: 

300 S Main Street 

Wildwood, FL 34785 

352-794-1351 

Email: info@sumterFLDemocrats.com 

Webpage: SumterFLDemocrats.com 

 

Calendar 

All Sumter County residents are welcome at events listed below.  

January 26 March 26   Democratic Gala Fundraiser - March 26 at Brownwood Hotel and Spa, 

more details to come.  

Have a comment or suggestion about this newsletter? Email Laura Goudreau, editor, 

at dems_newsletter@sumterfldemocrats.com  

 

PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY THE SUMTER COUNTY DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND NOT AUTHORIZED 

BY ANY CANDIDATE OR CANDIDATE'S COMMITTEE.  

 

Office Hours: 
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